
endured in their faith. However, instead of these 
characters being mere models of faith, they become 
witnesses to our own race of faithfulness. The 
exhortation is clear: get rid of anything that slows 
you down and look to Jesus who has gone before us 
in this same race, and who has completed the race. 
Jesus becomes, thus, no mere model of faith in God 
and faithfulness in the midst of suffering; instead, he 
is the one who has founded and perfected the way 
of faith for us. He is the pioneer of faith and 
faithfulness. And did you notice that the text states 
how he did this? It is through faithful endurance 
through suffering (i.e., the cross), and shame.
These are tremendous words of comfort, 
encouragement, and exhortation in our daily living in 
the midst of suffering. That Jesus has demonstrated 
his faith and faithfulness to such a degree that we 
are to follow in his footsteps as we suffer is surely 
the lens through which we are to process life events 
that come our way. That Jesus was successful in his 
faith and faithfulness, and that by looking to him we 
should have success moves us beyond just knowing 
what to do, it is key to being able to move forward.
The author of Hebrews does not leave us with only a 
path and an empowerment to survive suffering. He 
also provides us with a mission in the midst of 
suffering. Although there are many exhortations in 
the sermon of Hebrews, I will focus only on a few 
found in chapter 13:1-2.

Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares.

There are two exhortations in these verses, and 
both of them run counter to our typical response 
in the midst of suffering. Not only are they atypical 
responses to suffering, but they are actions which 
require creativity in order to accomplish them in the 
midst of the present day social distancing response 
to COVID-19. One easily sees an example of the 
typical response to suffering in the panic 
purchasing of hand sanitizer and toilet paper which 
lasted several weeks not only in the United States 
but also in other places worldwide. This reveals our 
typical human desire to provide as much 
security for ourselves and to somehow take control 
of events which are significantly beyond our human 
ability to control. It is motivated by fear and 
selfishness. In contrast to this response, the author 
of Hebrews exhorts us to love as brothers those who 

are part of the church. In context, it appears that 
this exhortation is for each of us to support in love 
those who are members of God’s household. But 
how are we do to this? Public meetings and 
assembling physically together are 
counterproductive for each other’s health. We need 
to be creative in our reaching out to believers. One 
way this is possible is to use the technology that we 
have on hand to call, email, video chat with one 
another not only one-on-one, but also in large 
virtual communities. We can demonstrate sacrificial 
love by providing for those who are in need during 
this time with physical and financial help. How are 
the elderly in our assemblies faring? How about 
those with physical disabilities? What about those 
who have lost their jobs and need financial help, 
food, encouragement, and prayer? Perhaps our 
prayers should be for God to help us think creatively 
about meeting the needs of fellow believers and for 
wisdom as we practice social distancing.
    
     The second exhortation is in regard to outsiders. 
In other words, those who may not be part of our 
local congregation. It is tempting here to focus on 
what the author means by “entertain[ing] angels.” As 
interesting as that question is, it also misses the key 
point of practicing hospitality to the unsaved. Yet, 
how are we to practice hospitality to those outside 
our Christian community in the midst of our own 
suffering, and the suffering of the local church, and 
in the midst of social distancing? Once again, a 
traditional understanding of “hospitality” may not 
work in our current situation. Inviting people into 
your home to share a meal is contrary to healthy 
practice and puts their and your health at risk. Once 
again, perhaps our prayers can be for God to help 
us think creatively about how we might “reach out” 
in our community. Do we have neighbors whom we 
can check-in to see about their circumstances? Is 
this an opportunity for the Lord to create or 
deepen our role with our neighbors by giving them 
an opportunity to not only see our faithfulness in the 
midst of suffering, but also to talk about why we can 
be faithful to the Father in the midst of suffering? 
It is a trap and a missed opportunity for Christians 
to adopt the mindset of “every man for himself!” in 
these times. Let us exchange that typical human 
mindset for one that derives from our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who for the joy set before him endured the 
cross and despised its shame.
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