
  Hebrews 13:1-2
“Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares.”

The book of Hebrews is sometimes called the 
“Cinderella” book of the New Testament because 
in the past it has been underappreciated, and yet 
today, a resurgence in studying and applying the 
sermon is ongoing. The anonymous author of 
Hebrews writes to a congregation that is 
undergoing some type of persecution 
(Heb 10:32-34) and appears to be wavering in their 
faithfulness to Jesus their King and High Priest. The 
author skillfully weaves both teaching and 
exhortation together to challenge his listeners to 
remain faithful to the Lord despite hardship and 
suffering. One of the ways in which the author 
exhorts his listeners is to draw attention to Jesus’ 
faithfulness towards the Father. 
Notice Hebrews 3:1-2:

Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a
heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and 
high priest of our confession, who was faithful to him 
who appointed him, just as Moses also was faithful 
in all God’s house.

The author draws attention to Jesus’ faithfulness. So 
how did Jesus demonstrate his faithfulness to the 
Father? The answer is given in the previous 
chapter: Jesus suffered on the cross, after 
becoming a human, in order to destroy the Devil 
and deliver us who were enslaved. Hebrews 2:9 and 
14-15 point this out:

2:9 But we see him who for a little while was made 
lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with 
glory and honor because of the suffering of death, 
so that by the grace of God he might taste death 
for everyone.
2:14-15 Since therefore the children share in flesh 
and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same 
things, that through death he might destroy the one 
who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and 
deliver all those who through fear of death were 
subject to lifelong slavery.

Therefore, Jesus was faithful in obedience to the 
Father through his suffering a sacrificial death on 
the cross. The author of Hebrew desires us to know 
what the key element of Jesus’ obedience was in 
order that we should emulate it. To make this clear, 
he puts the words of Isaiah 8:17 in Jesus’ mouth in 
Hebrews 2:13 as Jesus proclaims his absolute trust 
in the Father. Thus, we see that Jesus was faithful in 
his trust in the Father. Or perhaps we can say that 
Jesus was faithful in his faith in the Father. This is an 
incredible foundation for you and me as believers. 
Our Lord has undergone incredible suffering through 
his sacrifice on the cross for our sins. Furthermore, 
he did this by faith; in other words, Jesus was 
trusting the Father as he was submissive and 
obedient to the point of death. Of course, the 
Father was faithful and raised Jesus from the dead; 
however, at this point in the author’s sermon he 
focuses on Jesus’ suffering, faith, and the results of 
that faithful obedience in suffering.
At this point you may be tempted to summarize the 
author’s point as “be like Jesus when undergoing 
suffering.” It is true, that is a great point and surely 
one of the key exhortations which the author wants 
us and his listeners to grasp. To view Jesus as the 
model of faith and faithfulness is a beautiful and 
defining characteristic of how we should undergo 
suffering. However, that is not the full point which 
the author works toward. If we look at Hebrews 
12:1-2, we see that the author continues to 
develop Jesus as someone who is more than a 
model of faith for us to emulate; he is in fact a 
pioneer who has blazed the trail of faithfulness in 
which we are to follow. Hebrews 12:1-2 states:

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great 
a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us 
run with endurance the race that is set before us, 
looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

This is a truly fantastic turn in the author’s 
argument. The “therefore” forces us to look back at 
chapter 11 where the author has enlisted as 
examples many Old Testament individuals who 
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