
    “This world is being turned on its head by a 
microscopic virus. Isn’t it shocking how something so 
small can disrupt everything that we thought was 
running along just fine? Isn’t it amazing how 
something like this can call us to consider our 
fragility for perhaps the first time? You need to be 
aware that your neighbors are likely also asking 
questions that they’ve never asked before. I read 
an article about Italian doctors who, before working 
among Covid-19 patients would have professed to 
be atheists. Several of these doctors were quoted in 
the article, saying that they have been confronted 
with their own limitations in these days. Despite the 
confidence we humans like to project, we are all 
becoming more acquainted with the inevitability of 
our own deaths. As such, these dark days provide us 
with an important opportunity to hold out the 
message of Jesus as the one who conquered death 
and offers the only way to eternal life. 
 
     During these times, I find myself encouraged and 
challenged by Paul’s words and testimony. In Romans 
15 we get a glimpse of Paul’s singular focus to preach 
the Gospel where it has not been preached. In verses 
18–21 he writes, ‘For I would not dare say anything 
except what Christ has accomplished through me 
by word and deed for the obedience of the Gentiles, 
by the power of miraculous signs and wonders, and 
by the power of God’s Spirit. As a result I have fully 
proclaimed the gospel of Christ from Jerusalem all 
the way around to Illyricum. My aim is to preach the 
gospel where Christ has not been named, so that I 
will not build on someone else’s foundation, but, as 
it is written, “Those who were not told about him will 
see, and those who have not heard will understand.”’
 
     While this aim is laudable enough, we also need 
to recall what it cost Paul to take on this task of 
proclaiming the Gospel. In 2 Corinthians 11:24–28 
Paul rehearses some of his sufferings for the Gospel, 
writing, “Five times I received the forty lashes minus 
one from the Jews. Three times I was beaten with 
rods. Once I received a stoning. Three times I was 
shipwrecked. I have spent a night and a day in the 
open sea. n frequent journeys, I faced dangers from 
rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my own 
people, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the 
city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers at sea, and 
dangers among false brothers; toil and hardship, 
many sleepless nights, hunger and thirst, often 
without food, cold, and without clothing. Not to 
mention other things, there is the daily pressure on 
me: concern for all the churches.”

     What would cause a person to endure such 
danger and suffering? Two things: First, Paul was 
totally convinced that God is worthy of human 
worship, and that unbelief is an unacceptable affront 
to God’s glory. Second, Paul was also convinced 
that God had chosen to place his redeeming love on 
humanity such that he made a way for reconciliation 
through Christ’s cross. These two motivations 
compelled Paul to endure great personal risk, 
danger, and suffering in order to proclaim the one 
message of salvation to those who hadn’t heard. We 
have inherited the same Gospel. We therefore also 
must be conscious of the fact that our neighbors 
need to hear it. During this time when people are 
asking new questions and being confronted by their 
own mortality in fresh ways, would it be that God 
would mobilize believers to proclaim the remedy to 
the problem that far exceeds Covid-19.
 
     My family and I lived through some very 
tumultuous times in North Africa. During the 
so-called Arab Spring there were daily protests that 
often turned violent. At the end of each day reports 
of the death toll would be published and people 
were increasingly aware of their own mortality. One 
of our friends told us that it was this very reality that 
caused her to reconsider her standing before God. 
She knew that her former faith was incapable of 
assuring her of her destiny after death. 
However, having heard the testimony of Jesus and 
read it for herself in Scripture, she became convinced 
that Jesus was the one who could confirm her 
eternal life in God’s presence. Though the 
freightening realities around her did not diminish, her 
newfound faith in Jesus gave her a boldness to not 
only believe, but also proclaim the Gospel despite 
the danger it included.
 

Prayer:
Lord, would it be that you would give us all 

confidence in your Gospel as the only means to 
salvation and the only assurance of eternal life. 

Would that eternal perspective also encourage us to 
proclaim that message to our friends who need to 

hear. Help us to use whatever communication 
platforms are available to us—phone calls, video 

chats, and emails—to spread your Gospel hope in 
a time of human hopelessness. And God, would you 

receive the glory for saving many during this 
time—would this drought of temporal hope lead to a 

harvest for eternity. In Jesus’s mighty name and 
under his atoning blood I pray, Amen.
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